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I. GENERAL EU DEVELOPMENTS 

 
SCHENGEN AGREEMENT 

EU countries continue pushing for re-introduction of border controls 

 Brussels warned Greece that it faced suspension from the Schengen area unless it 

addresses serious deficiencies in its handling of the massive influx of migrants from the 

Middle East within three months.  

 EU countries which have implemented temporary border controls will only be able to do 

so until May 2016. They have asked the European Commission for the possibility to extend 

these temporary measures for up to two years. The European Commission said that it could 

agree to such a request. 

 The European Commission also presented a roadmap hoping to restore, by no later than 

December 2016, the integrity of the Schengen area. Measures include the deployment of 

a new European coastguard and border guard corps from August 2016, as well as 

increased cooperation with Turkey through the EU-Turkey Joint Action Plan. 

 

SAFE HARBOR 

EU and US reach new data protection agreement  

 The European Commission and US federal government announced a new political 

agreement allowing the transfer of personal data between the US and the EU. The new 

“EU-U.S. Privacy Shield” replaces the previous Safe Harbor Agreement.  

 Over the next three months the US will need to make changes to its data protection 

legislation, including naming an independent ombudsman for national security in the State 

Department to deal with EU data protection complaints. It will also implement a series of 

other measures, including a low-cost dispute resolution system for Europeans and last-resort 

arbitration. 

 EU member states will start reviewing details of the EU-US Privacy Shield on 7 April and are 

getting ready for “extremely complex” discussions before they approve the controversial 

data transfer deal, according to EU media. 

 

II. A FOCUS ON MOST RELEVANT ISSUES  
 
AVIATION EMISIONS 

European Commission moves forward on aviation emissions 

 On 7 March, the European Commission launched a public consultation for input on 

different policy options currently being developed at the ICAO level (such as market-

based measures) as well as the future of the EU emissions trading system (EU ETS).  

 In parallel, the European Commission has also published an inception impact assessment 

roadmap which lists actions to be potentially implemented at EU level, depending the 

outcome of the ICAO Assembly in September/October 2016.  

 The roadmap warns that if the European Parliament and the Council do not manage to 

reach an agreement on the amendments to the EU ETS Directive by March 2018, the 

European Commission would return to full scope ETS.  

 The European Commission published on 17 March a roadmap to guide its position in view 

of the adoption of a global market based mechanism to be agreed upon at the 39th ICAO 

Assembly in the Autumn 2016.  

 According to EU treaties’ provisions on international agreements, the EU has to adopt its 

position on the key issues debated ahead of the Assembly.  

http://ec.europa.eu/avservices/play.cfm?ref=I115568&videolang=EN&devurl=http://ec.europa.eu/avservices/video/player/config.cfm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-16-585_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-16-216_en.htm
http://www.euractiv.com/section/digital/news/privacy-shield-negotiators-on-defensive-ahead-of-member-states-review/
http://ec.europa.eu/clima/consultations/articles/0029_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/smart-regulation/roadmaps/docs/2015_clima_014_ets_aviation_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/smart-regulation/roadmaps/docs/2015_clima_014_ets_aviation_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/smart-regulation/roadmaps/docs/2016_move_065_icao_gmbm_en.pdf


 

AVIATION 

European Commission questions stakeholders on airline ticket distribution 

 According to an article published by media specialised in travel techonology, airlines, 

intermediaries and travel technology companies are being consulted by the European 

Commission’s Directorate-General for Competition (DG COMP) on how tickets are sold by 

airlines to travelers, either by the direct route or via intermediaries. 

 DG COMP has apparently launched an investigation as a result of a various issues that 

have surfaced in Europe in the past year, including Lufthansa‘s move to add a surcharge 

of 16euros to bookings made via Global Distribution Systems. 

 

AIRPORT SECURITY 

ACI to enhance cooperation on airport security, urging Schengen to remain intact 

 On 1 March, Airport Council International Europe (ACI), representing EU airports, released 

a statement calling on EU Member States and the European Commission to protect 

Schengen, as the free movement of people and goods is essential for the aviation industry, 

and any re-imposed checks could negatively impact growth and revenue.  

 ACI also added that additional controls at borders will require the deployment of 

additional staff at airports, leading to concerns about whether more resources can be 

made available. 

 

*** 

 

https://www.tnooz.com/article/european-regulator-launches-probe-into-airline-distribution/
https://www.aci-europe.org/component/downloads/downloads/4532.html

