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EUROPEAN TRAVEL INFORMATION AND AUTHORIZATION SYSTEM (ETIAS)  
 

THE ISSUE 

In November 2016, the European Commission released a legislative proposal to establish a 
European Travel Information and Authorization System (ETIAS), an equivalent to the well-
known Electronic System for Travel Authorization (ESTA) introduced by the U.S. in 2008 to 
determine travelers’ eligibility under their Visa Waiver Program (VWP). Similarly, ETIAS would 

oblige visa-exempt non-EU nationals, including U.S. nationals, to apply for an online authorization to enter 
the EU Schengen area.  

The proposal was motivated by the absence of data collected and subsequent information gap on travelers 
entering the EU without a visa. ETIAS would allow to conduct prior checks to decide whether to issue or 
reject a request to travel to the EU.  

WHAT’S AT STAKE? 

ETIAS is a political priority. The proposal, as published by the European Commission, strikes 
the right balance between increasing security and avoiding unnecessary burdens on business 
travelers. Hope are high to see the final Regulation adopted by the European Parliament and 
Council of Member States by the end of 2017.  

Establishing a cost-effective system that does not deter travel to Europe   

Under the proposed Regulation, the travel authorization would be valid for five years, 
including multiple entries on the EU territory. It would cost 5 EUR, which should enable the 
system to be self-sufficient financially, according to the feasibility study commissioned by 
the European Commission. 

Such system would ease border control processes and provide business travelers with a reliable and early 
indication of their admissibility into the Schengen area.  

The current costs and validity period are believed to strike a relatively good balance between the need to 
enhance business travelers’ security and maintain smooth processes for business travel.  

Strengthening integrated border management and enhancing internal security 

Recent security concerns have prompted the publication of the proposal, with the rise of 
terrorist threats in the EU. ETIAS would enable EU authorities to spot potential problems with 
visa-exempt travelers and take action before they reach Schengen's external borders via advanced checks 
on potential security or irregular migration risks, thereby strengthening the security of business travelers. 

In specific situations involving the prevention, detection or investigation of a terrorist offence, or other 
serious criminal offences, the information collected via ETIAS would also be made available to national law 
enforcement authorities and Europol.  

http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-security/legislative-documents/docs/20161116/proposal_etias_en.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Visa_Waiver_Program
https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/sites/homeaffairs/files/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-security/legislative-documents/docs/20161116/etias_feasability_study_en.pdf


 

 

OUR CALL TO ACTION 

Strengthening border management and enhancing security in the EU is a top priority, with 
business travelers expected to benefit from a fast and smooth establishment of the ETIAS 
system. At the same time, any arbitrary decision to increase the ETIAS fees could create 
unnecessary burdens on business travelers, with negative economic consequences in Europe. 
Business travel is the world’s largest employer and drives the success of every other industry.   

GBTA urges Members of the European Parliament and Member States representatives to 
make fast progress on the adoption of the ETIAS proposal without arbitrarily undermining 
the 5 EUR fee, which is the result of a thorough impact assessment. GBTA remains ready to 
work hand-in-hand with European policymakers to ensure that a balanced and smooth 
system is established by 2021. 

 

Arbitrarily increasing the 5 EUR fee is an unjustified tax on travelers 

ETIAS should be self-sufficient financially and not be used as a way to generate surplus 
revenue and place an additional tax burden on travelers. GBTA believes that the support of the 
European Parliament’s BUDG Committee to increase the ETIAS fee from 5 to 10 EUR is an arbitrary decision. 
The 5 EUR fee was proposed as the appropriate fee level following an in-depth feasibility study. Any 
unjustified increase would create negative economic consequences in Europe. Business travel is Europe’s 
largest employer and drives the success of every other industry.   

 

Waiving the fee for certain categories threatens the proper administration of ETIAS   

In order to ensure a simple and cost-efficient administration of ETIAS, the fee of 5 EUR should 
be universal for all adults over the age of 18. Exempting certain travelers from paying the ETIAS fee 
(as proposed by the BUDG Committee for students, post-graduate students, accompanying teachers, 
researchers and representatives of non-profit organisations) is very difficult to administer/verify and may 
lead to abuses. It is also hard to estimate how many travellers would fall under the proposed exemptions, 
making it difficult to ensure that the fees collected from the rest of travellers would cover the overall 
costs.       

*** 

About the Global Business Travel Association 

The Global Business Travel Association (GBTA) is the world’s premier business travel and meetings trade 
organization headquartered in the Washington, D.C. area with operations on six continents. GBTA’s 9,000-
plus members manage more than $345 billion of global business travel and meetings expenditures annually. 
In Europe, GBTA has a presence in ten countries: Austria, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, the 
Netherlands, Norway, Spain, Sweden and the United Kingdom. To learn how business travel drives lasting 
business growth, visit www.gbta.org. 

https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/sites/homeaffairs/files/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-security/legislative-documents/docs/20161116/etias_feasability_study_en.pdf
http://www.gbta.org/

